
THE HERO’S JOURNEY – PLANNING AND WRITING YOUR STORY
Your Name:

This worksheet is designed to help you write a story about a hero who crosses from one kind of world to another. There they will meet one or more opponents and face a series of challenges (eg, Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz, Charlie in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Mr Fox, in Fantastic Mr Fox, Matilda in Matilda, Coraline in Coraline, Harry in Harry Potter, Shrek in Shrek, Peter, Edmund, Susan and Lucy in The Chronicles of Narnia, Alice in Alice in Wonderland, Frodo in Lord of the Rings.)

Working Title of your story:
Your dedication is:

PLANNING YOUR STORY

What does your hero want at the beginning of your story?

Describe your hero – name, age, physical characteristics, mental characteristics, family, likes, dislikes, etc.
What is your hero’s mission in the other world, and who or what will announce the mission? 

How will your hero cross through to the other world?

What is the other world like?

Who is your hero’s main opponent (antagonist) and what does he or she look like?

What ‘drives’ your antagonist?

Does your hero have sidekicks? If so, what are their names? Describe the sidekicks.

Does your hero have a mentor in the otherworld?  Describe the mentor.

Will there be a trickster, helpful animal or shapeshifter in the other world? If so, what are they like and how will your hero meet them?
What are your hero’s 3 main challenges in the other world?

How will you convey a sense of real danger in your story? (show, don’t tell).

Draw a map of your hero’s journey.
What will happen in the climax of your story?

How will your hero finally return to his or her normal world?

WRITING YOUR STORY
Write a high impact opening sentence for your story.

Write your first paragraph.
Write a conversation between your hero and the herald who announces the mission, where the hero shows reluctance to accept the mission.

Write 1-3 paragraphs about your hero passing through to the other world.

Write a conversation between your hero and sidekick/s, set in the other world.
Write about one of the challenges your hero faces in the other world.

Write the same scene from the point of view of your antagonist.
Write the climax of your story.

Now write a first draft of your story.

Good luck on your hero’s journey!               (
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